ISREV Membership Procedures

The ISREV Constitution says that membership of the Charity shall be open to persons of any nationality interested in the objectives of the Charity and competent to contribute to the furtherance of the objectives as judged by the peer review process as determined by the Executive Committee from time to time, and who have paid the annual subscription, laid down from time to time by the Executive Committee.  ISREV’s objectives are:
1.
To promote high quality research into religious education whether in public or private education systems or within and between religious communities, and 

2.
to encourage younger and/or emerging religious educators to undertake such  research, and

3.
to disseminate the results of such research by means of meetings of the Seminar, through contacts and exchange between members and by publication, so as 

4.
to influence the development of religious education in public or private education systems and in religious communities.

There are two categories of membership: Associate Members, and Members (sometimes called Full Members).
Associate Membership

Anyone may apply to be an Associate Member of ISREV, as long as they are supported by two Full Members of ISREV who are prepared to act as referees and can therefore confirm that the applicant possess the qualities and achievements which will enable that person to make an effective contribution to the seminar.  Such applications should be sent using the ISREV new member application form by email to Elisabeth Arweck (email elisabeth.arweck@warwick.ac.uk), the Membership Secretary (Admissions), together with a short curriculum vitae, and the contact details of the two referees (who should have already been approached by the applicant).
Applicants should be informed by their nominators that if their nomination is approved, they will, as members of the Seminar, be required to pay the annual subscription of £50 commencing from the first session after their acceptance and that this will be requested each following year whether or not they have attended sessions.
The Membership Secretary (Admissions) shall ask for references from the Full Members named by the applicant, and shall consult the General Secretary and if necessary any other Committee members.  The Membership Secretary (Admissions) shall inform the applicant, the referees, the Membership Secretary (Records) and the President of the outcome.  The President will send the new Associate Member the letter of invitation to the next session and details of the selection process for the presentation of papers.  New Associate Members who are proposed and accepted after the closing date for the submission of collegial abstracts (7th August 2017) and who therefore will not be able to present a paper at the next session shall be placed on the President’s List.  People on this list will not be regarded as members and will not pay the subscription but will be asked to pay an administrative charge of £35 at the next session, and after the session shall be placed on the list of Associate Members.  They will then be entitled, if the Associate Member subscription is paid, to submit abstracts and read papers at subsequent sessions.
Full Membership

Associate Members will be required to attend at least two sessions of the seminar and to have presented research papers at two sessions.  The Membership Secretary (Records), Ann Casson (email ann.casson@canterbury.ac.uk) will maintain records of Associate Members and will inform the Committee when Associate Members have fulfilled the requirements of full membership.  These Associate Members may then be welcomed by the members at the Annual General Meeting at a session into full membership. 
Doctoral Students who do not otherwise qualify for ISREV membership
1.
A doctorate is not required for ISREV membership.  If someone is a doctoral student (or does not have a doctorate), but has already published research in religious and values education, then that person can apply for ISREV membership in the normal way.

2.
For doctoral students who do not otherwise qualify for ISREV membership may be able to attend ISREV seminars, if one of the supervisors is a full member of ISREV.  In those circumstances, the full member of ISREV may invite his or her doctoral student/s to register as a participant in a session and to submit a Collegial Abstract Submission Form.  The supervisor must provide these forms for the student, and it is the student’s responsibility to complete the forms, clearly indicating that he or she is a doctoral student, and naming the full member who is inviting him or her.  

2.
Doctoral students who do not otherwise qualify for ISREV membership, but who attend the Seminar, are not members of ISREV.  They do not pay the subscription, but will be charged a registration fee of £20 by the ISREV Treasurer at the start of the session.

3.
Doctoral students who do not otherwise qualify for ISREV membership are ineligible for support from the John Hull Fund.

4.
When a doctoral student who does not otherwise qualify for ISREV membership has attended and read papers at two sessions, and who then publishes (and therefore becomes eligible for membership) he or she may be put forward by his or her former supervisor as eligible for full membership without passing through the Associate Member stage.  The normal peer review of publications will take place.  It is the responsibility of the supervisor to inform the Membership Secretary (Records) when the student has met the initial requirements and wishes to be considered for full membership.

Elisabeth Arweck, Membership Secretary (Admissions)

Julian Stern, General Secretary
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